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Ms. Ma9alie Roman Salas VIA HAND DELIVERY
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 .M Street, N. W., Room 222... 1... /'\.. J.-~l~
Wash1ngton, D.C. 20554 ,j , ,1'

Re: CC Docket No. 9~-25Q
Beference No,' CCB/CPO 98-12 -- Reply Comments
of IXC Long Distance, Inc.

Dear Ms. Salas:

On behalf of IXC Lon9 Distance, Inc. ("IXCLD"), en­
closed please find an ori9inal and four (4) copies of IXCLD's
Reply Comments in the above-referenced matter. A diskette with
IXCLD's Reply Comments in Wordperfect 5.1 is also enclosed. A
copy of IXCLD's Reply Comments is bein9 provided to the Chief,
Competitive Pricing Division of the Common Carrier Bureau and to
International Transcription Services, Inc. ("ITS").

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate
to contact me.

Enclosures

cc: Service List -- 1 copy via u.S. Mail
Chief, Competitive Pricing Division
Delivery
ITS -- 1 copy via Hand Delivery

DC-4603.1

1 copy, via Hand

No. Of Copies rec'd0 J-i(
UstABCOE



MAR 301998

aoam PILE COPY ORtGlNAl

RECEIVED
Before the

FBDBRAL COMMUNICATIONS COMNISSION
Washington, D.C. 20554

fEDERAL COMMlNCATlOHS COMMISSION
OffICE Of 'TtIE SECRETARY

In the Matter of

MCI Telecommunications

)
)

Corporation)
)

Petition for the Prescription of )
Tariffs Implementing Access )
..:::C;:.:h=a:.::r_9...e:;......:.R;:.::e"""'f:.;:o"""'rm....... )

CC Docket No. 97-250
Reference No. CCB/CPD 98-12

RBPLY COMMBNTS OP IXC LONG DISTANCB, INC.

IXC Long Distance, Inc. (lIlXCLDII) is a non-dominant

interexchange long distance service provider. IXCLD currently

provides service in the 48 contiguous continental United States

as well as internationally. IXCLD also acts as an underlying

carrier for a large number of resale carriers. IXCLD submits

these reply comments in support of the above-captioned petition

that MCI Telecommunications Corporation (IIMCllI) filed on February

24, 1998 (the "MCI Petition").

I. Local Exchange Carriers Should Be Responsible for Collection
of the PICC

IXCLD strongly supports the comments and positions

advocated in this proceeding by MCI, the Competitive Telecom-

munications Association ("CompTel ll
), Telecommunications Resellers

Association ("TRAil), and WorldCom. Like MCI,. WorldCom, and the

member companies of CompTel and TRA, lXCLD must deal daily with

the myriad of problems associated with the development of local

competition and access charge reform. Contrary to the comments
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of the United States Telephone Association ("USTA") and the local

exchange carriers ("LECs"), all is not well, as clearly illus-

trated by the problems interexchange carriers are experiencing

with the PICCo

The difficulties that IXCLD and other interexchange

carriers face are considerable. Each price cap LEC has a differ-

ent approach to PICC billing, and none of the methods are custom-

er friendly. LEC procedures do not allow for the accurate and

timely verification of access bills -- particularly with respect

to the PICCo Given the magnitude of the PICC, it is absolutely

critical that interexchange carriers be afforded the opportunity

to audit and verify the extremely large bills that are now being

sent by the incumbent LECs. Incumbent LECs, however, are not

providing timely, accurate and useable data that underlying

carriers need to verify and pass billing on to resellers. One

RBOC even goes so far as to send its large bill for the PICC, and

only afterwards sends the supporting detail necessary for audit-

ing it. Thus, MCI's requested relief should be granted, and the

incumbent LECs should be responsible for collection of the PICC

until they are able to provide all necessary information to the

interexchange carriers in advance of their billings. l

USTA objects that incumbent LECs should not be required

to collect PICCs from end users, because PICCs represent lithe

Further, IXCLD believes that it is inappropriate in any
event to require interexchange carriers to collect and pay the
PICC to the incumbent LECs, which already are or soon will be
their direct competitors in the long distance market.
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costs of providing the IXC with access to the incumbent LEC

networks." (USTA p. 16) According to the USTA, it therefore

"makes no sense" for incumbent LECs to collect PIecs from end

users, since interexchange carriers have the "choice" of whether

to pass through such costs to their customers. (Id.) This

argument is entirely disingenuous. The PICC is a significant

business cost, and not one to be taken lightly. In fact, the

incumbent LEC may recover the PICC directly from any end user

that does not select a presubscribed carrier. (Access Reform

First Report and Order, 12 FCC Rcd. 15982, , 92) Thus, incumbent

LECs, too, have a "choice" about passing through such costs, but

can there be any doubt that they will do so? After all, the end-

user is the ultimate cost causer.

II. If Interexchange Carriers Are Responsible for Collecting the
PICC for the LECs, A New Field for Customer Information
Should Be Added to the Customer Account Records Exchange

IXCLD also wishes to comment on Sprint's suggestion

that a new field be created in the Customer Account Records

Exchange ("CARE") to provide current customer information. If

the Commission continues to require the competing long distance

providers to collect the PICC, the proposed new CARE field would

provide a source of better information and allow for better real

time billing to end users. One of the problems with the current

system, or its lack of standardization, is that by the time the

reseller gets the PICC bill, it is not unlikely that some of the

reseller's customers will have already changed to other carriers,
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and the reseller will have to write-off the PICC as

uncollectible.

Another potential for modifying the CARE record would

be to specify the preselected carrier -- the reseller that

currently has the business relationship with the customer. The

incumbent LEC could then bill the reseller directly, saving time

and expense, and potentially allowing the reseller to avoid

uncollectible expenses. Moreover, adding this data to the CARE

record would have the added benefit of identifying and directing

slamming complaints to the proper carrier.

III. Conclusion

In conclusion, IXCLD respectfully requests that the

Commission grant the relief requested in MCI's petition. Alter-

natively, if interexchange carriers are to be responsible for

collection of the PICC, a new field should be created in the

Customer Account Records Exchange to provide current customer

information.

Respectfully submitted,

Ga
Ass stant General Counsel -

Regulatory Affairs
IXC Long Distance, Inc.
1122 Capital of Texas Hwy. South
Austin, Texas 78746
(512) 231-5217

Dated: March 30, 1998
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CERTIPICATE OP SERVICE

I hereby certify that on March 30, 1998 a copy of the
foregoing Reply Comments of IXC Long Distance, Inc. was served by
first-class mail, postage pre-paid, to the parties listed on the
attached service list for CC Docket No. 97-250; Reference No.
CCB/CPD 98-12.
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Alan Buzacott
MCI Telecommunications
Corportation
1801 pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20006

97-250
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Suite 200
Washington, DC 20036-3101
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Gail Polivy
GTE System Telephone Co.
and GTE Telephone
Operating Companies
1850 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

97-250
Greg Vogt
Wiley, Rein &. Fielding
1776 K Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20006

97-250
Jay C. Keithley
Sprint Local Telephone
Companies
1850 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036

97-250
Carolyn C. Hill
Alltel Telephone Services
COrPOration .
655 15th Street, N.W.
Suite 220
Washington, DC 20005

97-250
David L. Nace
Lukas, McGowan, Nace &.
Gutierrez
1111 Nineteenth Street NW
Suite 1200
Washington, DC 20036

97-250
Gerard J. Duffy
Blooston, Mordkofsky,
Jackson & Dickens
2120 L Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20037

97-250
J.T. Carr
Frontier Communications
of Minnesota and Iowa
14550 Burnhaven Drive
Burnsville, MN 55306

97';250
M. Robert Sutherland
1155 Peachtree St., N.E.
Atlanta, GA 30309-3910

97-250
Charles L. D1 Giulian
Century Telephone of Ohio
100 Century Park Drive
Monroe, LA 71203
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Edward Shakin
Bell Atlantic
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Eighth Floor
Arlington, VA 22201
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Gerard J. Duffy
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2120 L Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20037
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James U. Troup
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1801 K Street, N.W.
Suite 400K
Washington, DC 20006-131

97-250
Michael J. Shortley, III
Frontier Communications
of Rochester
180 South Clinton Avenue
Rochester, NY 14646-070

97-250
Michael S. Pabian
Ameritech Services
2000 West Ameritech
Center Drive
Location 4G62, Room
Hoffman Estates, IL

4H82
60196-102

97-250
Norina May
Sprint Communications
Company, L.P.
1850 M Street, N.W.
Suite 1110
Washington, DC 20036

97-250
Paul J. Feldman
Fletcher, Heald &.
Hildreth P.L.C.
1300 North 17th Street
11th Floor
Rosslyn, VA 22209-3801

97-250
Richard A. Karre
US West, Inc.
1020 19th Street, N.W.
Suite 700
Washington, DC 20036

97-250
Richard M. Tettelbaum
Citizens Communications
1400 16th Street, N.W.
Suite SOO
Washington, DC 20036

97-250
Robert A. Mazer
Vinson &. Elkins
Aliant Communications C~

Willard Office Building
1455 pennsylvania Ave. :
Washington, DC 20004-1
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Robert M. Lynch
One Bell Center
Room 3532
St. Louis, MO 63101
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Thomas E. Taylor
General Counsel
Cincinnati Bell Telephone
201 East Fourth St.
6th Floor
Cincinnati, OH 45202

97-250
Trey Judy
GVNW Inc./ Management
2270 La Montana Way
Colorado Springs, CO 80936

97-250
Scott M. Bohannon
AT&T Corp.
1722 Eye Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20006
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Tina M. Pidgeon
Drinker Biddle & Reath
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901 15th Street, N.W.
Suite 900
Washington, DC 20005
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Wendy Bluemling
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Telephone
227 Church Street .
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Teresa Marrero
Teleport Communications
Group, Inc.
Two Teleport Drive
Suite 300
Staten Island, NY 10311

97-250
Tom Moorman.
Kraskin & Lease, L.L.P.
Arkansas Telephone Co.
2120 L Street, N.W.
Suite 520
Washington, DC 20037

97-250
Yaron Dori
Mintz, Levin. OOhn,Ferris
Glovsky and Popeo, P. C.
701 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20004


